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The following pages contain the official Rules of Procedure for the Israeli Model United Nations 

Association (IMUNA). These Rules of Procedure, outlined and detailed in this document, apply to all 

Model United Nations societies and clubs which are part of, function and/or fall under, the patronage 

of IMUNA. As such it is upon the Academic Department of IMUNA to evaluate, maintain, and improve 

the Rules of Procedures in accordance with the need, or the request by IMUNA. 
These unified and standardized official Rules of Procedure come to direct and enable the function of 

Model United Nations conferences, their committees and sessions. Hence, it is of pivotal importance 

that all participants, delegates, chairs and secretariat member, read and comprehend the Rules of 

Procedure as they are set out and dictated in this document.  

The official language of Model United Nations is English. No other language is acceptable to be used 

during or as a part of Model United Nations proceedings, official or not. Other languages may be used 

during and as a part of Model United Nations proceedings if expressly stated and instructed by IMUNA 

and the Conference Secretariat with expressed reason, such as in a case of a foreign language 

committee.  

Official IMUNA and Model United Nations events, proceedings and conferences are formal, unless 

expressly deemed otherwise, and as such require all participants to conform and dress in formal attire. 

IMUNA defines formal attire as standard western business attire, as explained below. The dress of 

informal attire is not accepted. Failure or inability to adhere to the outlined and required dress code 

should be made aware to the relevant society or club leadership who are instructed to deal with and 

resolve the situation appropriately. Extenuating circumstances should be made aware to IMUNA prior 

to the event, proceedings or conference.  

• For Men - Standard Western Business Attire refers to: Suit; Dress Shirt; Tie; and Closed toe 

shoes. 

• For Women - Standard Western Business Attire refers to:  

o Suit; Dress Shirt or Blouse; and Semi or Fully closed toe shoes,  

or 

o a Dress; and semi or fully closed toe shoes. 

Further issues which remain unclear or unaddressed in this document should be brought to the 

Academic Department of IMUNA who will address the matter(s) accordingly. 
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 Section I: Rules of Conduct 

Art. 1 – General Rules & Conduct 

I. The official language of Model United Nations, under the auspices of IMUNA, is English. 

As such, it is the official language of conduct in any and all proceedings and no other 

language shall be used, unless expressly stated otherwise, on a case by case basis.   

 

II. Delegates and Representatives shall always conduct themselves according to their 

respective function and respect each other’s dignity. They may be called to order by, the 

Chairs, the Secretariat or the Secretary-General, if necessary.  

 

III. Formal attire is required for any and all proceedings under the auspices of any IMUNA 

conferences, in this case referring to standard western business attire. 

a. For Men – this standard refers to: Suit; Dress Shirt; Tie; and Closed toe shoes.  

b. For Women - this standard refers to: Suit; Dress Shirt or Blouse; and Semi or Fully closed toe 

shoes, or a Dress; and semi or fully closed toe shoes. 

c. Considering the international and multicultural aspect of Model UN, traditional garments of the 

country the delegate represents will be permitted, as long as it is not offensive in any way. 

d. Any failure or inability to adhere to the outlined and required dress code should be conveyed to 

the relevant society leadership who will be instructed to resolve the situation appropriately. 

IV. Delegates & Representatives will be allowed to use laptops or phones during any and all 

formal debate. 

a. It is also in order to use laptops or phones during any suspensions of formal debate, including, 

but not limited to, unmoderated caucuses. 

b. Any changes to the rules concerning the usage of these devices are up to the discretion of the 

Secretariat and Chairs.  

 

V. The Chairs and Secretariat shall be addressed in third person singular only. And all 

Delegates and Representatives shall refer to themselves in third person singular or first/third 

person plural only.  

 

VI. All participating members of the conference are to be on time for any and all sessions and 

ceremonies. 

VII. In the event of a violation of any and all outlined clauses, and under the discretion of the 

Secretary-General, Delegates and Representatives may be reprimanded in accordance with 

Art.3. 
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Art. 2 – Definitions of Roles 

I. The Secretary-General of the conference is the head of the conference. As such, they are 

responsible for all aspects of the conference including, but not limited to, academics, 

logistics, finance and more. 

a. The Secretary-General is the final authority concerning any decision or interpretation of the 

Rules of Procedure during any and all conferences. 

b. The Secretary-General and the Academic staff may present statements to any forum concerning 

any question regarding the nature of the Rules of Procedure under consideration.  

 

II. The Secretariat consists of any relevant positions that fall under the Secretary General’s 

responsibility. 

a. The main role of the Secretariat is to function as support for the Secretary-General, as per the 

needs and requirements of the conference.  

b. The Secretariat shall consist of several members, each with their own responsibilities. The major 

roles of the secretariat will include, but are not limited to, Under Secretary-General (USG) of 

Academics, USG of Logistics and USG of Marketing.   

c. As such, and in accordance with Art. 11, they may also serve the function of guest speakers. 

 

III. The Chairing Staff serve as the official moderators of a given committee and will be acting 

as the immediate enforcers of the Rules of Procedures outlined in this document. 

a. The Chair’s responsibilities consist of moderating formal debate, facilitating the continued 

flow of debate, maintaining decorum and ensuring compliance with the rules of procedure, 

unless otherwise specified by the Academic staff or the Secretary-General.  

b. The Chairs will be able to interpret the Rules of Procedure in accordance with the general 

principles of IMUNA, and Model UN in general. 

c. If any and all decisions are found by a delegate to be incorrect or not in accordance with this 

document, they may raise a “Motion to Appeal” (in accordance with Art.11). In such a case, the 

Secretariat will serve the function of clarifying the issue and interpreting the ROP. 

d. All procedural matters are up to the consideration of the Chairs, and they may undertake any and 

all actions that are not covered in this document in order to facilitate the flow of debate. 

IV. The Academic Advisor serves as the official academic assistance of the USG of 

Academics. 

a. Each Academic Advisor will help the USG of Academics in any and all aspects regarding the 

academic work of the conference, prior and during official proceedings. 

b. During a conference the Academic Advisor will be assigned to a committee or to multiple 

committees and will serve as the immediate representative of the conference academic 

secretariat within the committee, and as a Guest Speaker, if needs be (in accordance with Art. 

11). It is expected of the Academic Advisor to do research and study the committee, the topics 

and member states they are assigned to. 
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c. Academic advisors will be assigned to their respective committees by the USG of Academics 

on the basis of their Academic level as well as the Academic level of the committee. 

 

Art. 3 – Misconduct 

I. The Chairs or Secretariat will indicate to any Delegate or Representative that their current 

conduct is in violation of the ROP. In the case of any grave misconduct, and the continuation 

of such behaviour after this warning, the Chairs or Secretariat may contact the Secretary-

General to take action, which may include exclusion from debate and voting.  

 

II. The Secretary General may choose, under their own discretion, to reprimand any and all 

violations of the principles outlined in this document during debate.  

 

III. Plagiarising, from another Delegate or from any other source, will be viewed as an 

egregious violation of the principles outlined in this document and should be punished 

accordingly. This shall apply to any working document within the framework of the 

committee.  

a. In such an instance, proof must be presented and should include documentation proving the 

misconduct at hand.  

b. The Secretary-General, as well as the USG of Academics and IMUNA President, shall be 

notified. 

c. If and how to proceed further will be left to the consideration of the USG of Academics & the 

Secretary General.  

i. Further action may be taken, after the conclusion of the event in question, by the 

IMUNA as decided by the IMUNA President and IMUNA Academic Staff. 

d. Furthermore, any content from any plagiarised resolutions which will be found within any 

working paper will be excluded from debate. 

 

IV. Homemade resolutions will be viewed as egregious violations of the principles outlined in 

this document. Punishment will be placed under the consideration of the Secretary-General 

and IMUNA president.  

a. The Secretary-General, as well as the USG of Academics and IMUNA President, shall be 

notified. 

b. If and how to proceed further will be left to the consideration of the USG of Academics & the 

Secretary General 

i. Further action may be taken, after the conclusion of the event in question, by the 

IMUNA as decided by the IMUNA President and IMUNA Academic Staff. 

c. Furthermore, any content from any homemade resolutions which will be found within any 

working paper will be excluded from debate. 



 
 

6 
  
 

 

`  
 

© 2019 The Israeli Model UN Association.  All rights reserved. 

V. During any and all sessions of debate, regardless of the form of debate, individuals that are 

not Delegates, Chairs, Secretariat and Secretary General will not be allowed to enter the 

room without the permission of the Secretary General. 
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Section II: Rules of Procedure 

Art. 4 – Member & Observer States 

I. Delegates serve as the acting representatives of recognized parties of the United Nations, 

including, but not limited to, representatives of sovereign nations, non-governmental 

organizations (NGOs), corporations and individuals. 

a. As such there shall be made a distinction between observing and member states. This entails 

that although a member state is a full acting member of any acting committee of which they are 

a part of, observer states shall be limited in their capacities to act within the committee.  

b. Specifically, observer states are to be excluded from any substantive voting procedures, are 

not allowed to vote on substantive votes (in accordance with Art.6), and cannot be counted 

towards the required minimum of sponsors or signatories of any and all draft-resolutions (in 

accordance with Art.14) or amendments (in accordance with Art.15). 

 

II. In accordance with the increasing importance of non-state actors, such as NGOs, 

representatives of such organizations function with the same authority and limits of an 

observer state. 

 

Art. 5 – Quorum 

I. The Quorum represents the minimum number of member states required to be present 

in order to open formal debate. As such, it is to be determined at the beginning of discussion 

on a certain topic in accordance with the procedure outlined in the following clause. 

a. A roll call will be conducted, stating the status of any and all member states, observer states and 

representatives as either Present, Present & Voting, or Absent. The roll call shall be conducted 

in alphabetical order. 

b. After the roll call, the Chairs shall announce the Quorum and the required number of member 

states in order to sponsor a resolution (in accordance with Art.14) and in order to start voting 

procedures, stating both the required numbers for a regular majority and two-thirds majority (in 

accordance with Art.16).  

c. Debate will only commence with the presence of at least 60 percent of intended Delegates. 

 

II. Any and all members which have indicated that they are indeed “Present & Voting” during 

the current session of debate, shall not, and will not be able to, abstain during any and all 

substantive votes after the closure of debate (in accordance with Art.16). 
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Art. 6 – Substantive & Procedural Votes 

I. Procedural votes pertain to the procedures of the committee involved in discussing the topic 

at hand, such as determining the type of debate. Abstentions are not allowed during any 

and all procedural votes.   

 

II. Substantive votes pertain to the substance of the topic at hand, including, but not limited to, 

voting on draft resolutions and amendments.  

a. During this type of vote, abstentions shall be allowed, as long as the delegate is not registered 

as Present and Voting (in accordance to Art.5).  

b. Observer States and representatives will be able to vote during any and all substantive votes 

but considering their status (In Accordance with Art.4), such votes will not be counted towards 

the final tally.  

 

III. During any and all voting procedures, and unless stated otherwise, voting shall be conducted 

as per the following procedure:  

a. After a motion has been raised, the Chairs will call for “seconds”, with Delegates supporting a 

vote on the motion voting as such. Following this, the Chairs will seek to clarify the opposition 

by asking for “objections”, with members who are against holding a vote on the raised motion 

voting as such. The call for “Seconds” or “Objections” allows for abstentions. 

b. At the discretion of the Chairs, and upon request of the Delegate raising the motion, both an 

objecting and supporting party for the motion each may be allowed to speak to the committee 

for up to 15 seconds, in accordance with the procedure for a Motion with Rights (in accordance 

with Art.11). 

c. If not stated otherwise, and in the case that there is at least one second and one objection, the 

motion shall be voted upon, with a simple majority required to pass. 

d. In the case that there are no seconds, the motion automatically fails. 

e. In the case that there are no objections, the motion automatically passes.  
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Art. 7 – Agenda Setting 

I. Committees shall debate agenda items in the order determined during the first session 

using the following procedure: 

a. Prior to the beginning of general debate and after Quorum is announced by the Chairs (In 

accordance with Art.5), the committee shall commence in debate regarding the agenda at hand. 

The committee shall open with opening statements (in accordance with the procedure outlined 

in Art.8) regarding setting the order in which the agenda shall be addressed. 

b. Following the opening statements, the floor shall be opened to points & motions, with the 

intent of either setting the agenda, using a Motion to Set the Agenda, or continuing further 

debate with the General Speaker's List or a moderated caucus. 

c. In the case that a Motion to Set the Agenda has been introduced, the motion shall be put to a 

procedural vote (in accordance with Art.6). Prior to the vote, the Chairs will ask for speakers 

for and against the proposal to make their case, with each being allowed to speak for 15 

seconds. After which, the vote shall be held. 

d. In the case the vote does not pass, the Chairs shall move onto the General Speaker's List until 

a decision regarding the agenda can be reached (in accordance with Art.9). Chairs will then 

move to ask for motions (in accordance with Art.11) 

e. Once the agenda item has been set, a new speaker’s list is opened, and Representatives and 

Delegates may deliver their opening statements regarding the topic (in accordance with Art.8). 

 

Art. 8 – Opening Statements 

I. Following the setting of the agenda, debate shall begin by opening the floor for opening 

statements. These shall be given by each present party and shall state the delegation's 

position on the topic at hand. 

a. The default time given for opening statements to each Delegate and Representative is one 

minute.  

b. In order to change the time given for each opening statement, Delegates may motion prior to the 

opening statements themselves to change the speaker’s time (in accordance with Art.11), this 

may also be done by Chair’s discretion (in accordance with Art.2). 

c. During opening statements, the floor shall not be open to motions and points, although points 

of order and parliamentary inquiry may be raised as long as they do not interrupt the 

current speaker. Points of personal privilege may be raised at any time. 

d. Opening statements shall be given in alphabetical order according to the official names of the 

countries represented, for each topic on the agenda.  

 

  



 
 

10 
  
 

 

`  
 

© 2019 The Israeli Model UN Association.  All rights reserved. 

Art. 9 – The General Speaker’s List 

I. After all opening statements have been delivered to the committee, the General Speakers 

List, or GSL for short, shall be opened for Delegates and Representatives to join.  

a. Choosing the order of speakers shall be under the full discretion of the Chair’s, as in order to 

be added to the list a Delegate must be recognized by the Chairs. 

b. Any Delegate or Representative wishing to join the GSL may also send the Chairing staff a 

note or message asking to be added at any point during the committee. 

c. The GSL will serve as the default activity of the committee, as when there are no motions on 

the floor, debate will automatically resume under the format of the GSL. 

d. The default speaker’s time for the GSL will be set at 45 seconds per speaker, although it may 

be changed if delegates motion to change the speaker’s time or under Chair consideration. 

e. In the case that the GSL runs out of speakers, the debate on the topic at hand will be closed and 

the room will move to voting procedures.  

 

Art. 10 – Yields 

I. During the GSL, speakers may choose to yield their time as follows: 

a. To another Delegate, in which case another Delegate may speak during the remaining speaking 

time. This is only in order as long as there are more than 10 seconds left. 

b. To questions, in which case the floor will be opened to questions from Delegates and 

Representatives chosen by the Chairs. the speaker’s time will only continue during the 

Delegate’s attempt to deliver their reply, with 15 seconds allocated to any questions asked.  

Note that Delegates which have yielded their time for questions, may not be open to any Points 

of Information. 

c. To the Chairs, in which case the Chairs will retake control of the committee and the unused 

speaker’s time will be forfeit. 

 

Art. 11 – Procedural Motions 

I. Motions may be raised only if and when the Chair’s open the floor to points and motions. 

Delegates and Representatives wishing to raise a motion shall raise their placard, and 

when recognised by the Chairs, stand and present the motion at hand. Subsequently, the 

Chairs will ask all Delegates for seconds and objections (in accordance with Art.6).  

 

II. Motions shall be voted upon, unless stated otherwise, in accordance with procedural voting 

procedures (in accordance with Art.6). This shall be done in the order of most disruptive to 

least (see Annex I – Order of Motions).  
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III. Delegates may choose to raise a Motion with Rights, if they feel that there is a need to 

clarify the urgency of the motion at hands. This will be allowed under the consideration of 

the Chairs. 

a. The Delegate will state that they are raising a Motion with Rights following being recognized 

by the Chairs. 

b. Following raising objections, the Chair's will decide whether to ask the proposing Delegate if 

they wish to explain their motion to the committee. 

c. Following which, the Delegate will be granted 15 seconds to speak to the committee, with one 

opposing Delegate being picked by the Chairs to speak against it for the same amount of time. 

 

IV. Motion for a Moment of Silence: Following roll call and prior to the opening of 

debate, a Motion for a Moment of Silence may be introduced. This shall be related to the 

subjects on the agenda. During a moment of silence, all present individuals must stand in 

silence for 60 seconds. After the motion has been recognized and accepted by the Chairs, it 

will pass automatically.  

 

V. Motion to Set Speaker’s Time: A Motion to Set Speaker’s Time may be presented 

prior to Opening Statements or during the GSL. If passed, the amount of time each 

speaker receives when speaking to the committee will be changed. This motion requires a 

simple majority to pass.  

 

VI. Motion to Set the Agenda: A Motion to Set the Agenda, as specified in Art. 7, is 

intended to open debate in accordance with the procedures for setting the agenda. The 

motion shall only be entertained at the beginning of debate on the first day of debate.  

 

VII. Motion to Change the Order of Items on the Agenda: A motion to Change the 

Order of Items on the Agenda is intended to allow Delegates to change the subject of debate. 

Raising this motion will require the Delegate to specify what agenda item is to be 

discussed, after which the Chairs will allow the Delegate who raised the motion and 

another Delegate which has expressed opposition towards it, to speak for 30 seconds. 

At last, voting will begin with two-thirds required to change the order of items on the 

agenda. Note that this means that the debate on the current subject will be adjourned without 

further discussion on setting the agenda.  
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VIII. Motion for a Moderated Caucus: A Motion for a Moderated Caucus is intended to 

suspend the GSL in favour of a formal debate around a specified subject. As such, the 

motion requires the Delegate to specify the topic, total time, and individual speaker’s 

time.  

a. Moderated caucuses are a form of formal debate. As such, all standard parliamentary rules 

of decorum are applicable. 

b. The Delegate who proposed the motion may choose to be the first or last to speak during the 

moderated caucus. The next speaker will be picked under Chairs discretion.  

c. When the Chairing staff state that they will entertain the last speaker of the moderated caucus, 

the Delegates may request for an extension of the moderated caucus. This may be done no more 

than twice, nor will the total cumulative time of these extensions exceed the original total time 

that was requested for the caucus.  

d. Note that during a moderated caucus only points of order, points of parliamentary inquiry, 

and points of personal privilege are in order.  

 

IX. Motion for an Unmoderated Caucus: A Motion for an Unmoderated Caucus is 
intended to suspend the GSL in favour of informal debate. As such, the motion requires 
the Delegate to specify only the length of the suspension.  
a. Should the motion pass, the committee will enter an unmoderated caucus, whereupon most rules 

of parliamentary decorum are suspended, except those which pertain to the Delegate’s 

conduct. Delegates will be able to move freely within the room, conduct direct negotiations and 

write draft resolutions.  

b. During an active unmoderated caucus, no points or motions may be made.  

c. During the last minute of the session, the Delegates may request an extension of the unmoderated 

caucus. This may be done no more than twice, nor will the total cumulative time of these 

extensions exceed the original total time that was requested for the caucus.  

 

X. Motion for a Question of the Whole: A Motion for a Question of the Whole is 

intended to suspend the GSL in favour of formal debate. As such, the motion requires the 

Delegate to specify the topic and the length of the suspension.  
a. When this motion passes, the Delegate who raised the motion will open the debate and will 

choose the next speaker when done. 

b. As in all forms of formal debate, all standard parliamentary rules of decorum are applicable. 

As such, the Chairs may only intervene with debate when no Delegate wishes to speak, or when 

those standard parliamentary rules of decorum are violated. 

c. During active Question of the Whole, no points or motions may be made except for Points of 

Personal Privilege and Points of Parliamentary Inquiry.   
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XI. Motion to Withdraw: Once a Delegate raised a motion, they may withdraw it from 

consideration using a Motion to Withdraw. This must take place prior to the beginning of 

voting on the subject motion. Any and all withdrawn motions may be introduced at a later 

point. Note that this motion does not require a vote.  

 

XII. Motion to Appeal: Any and all Delegates may appeal any decision made by the Chairs, 

by using a Motion to Appeal. After raising the motion, it will be done as follows: 

a. The Delegate shall point to the articles and clauses which have been violated immediately 

after the cause of the appeal, orally, and in front of the committee. 

b. The Chairs may accept the appeal or reject it, in which case the delegate will be asked if they 

wish to refer the question to the Secretariat. The decision of the Secretary-General and his 

staff is final. Note that all appeals must be based on the rules of procedure outlined in this 

document.  

 

XIII. Motion to Summon a Guest Speaker: A motion to Summon a Guest Speaker 

intends to allow the members of the committee to consult with organizations, experts and 

representatives which are not present within the committee.  

a. The Delegates must explain the reason for summoning the guest speaker. 

b. This motion will be under Chair's discretion and after consulting with the Academic Advisor of 

the specific committee. 

c. Guest speaker will be represented by a member of the Secretariat or a person designated by 

the Secretariat, most commonly, the Academic Advisor of the committee. 

d. Statements delivered by the guest speaker are final on the matter at hand. 

e. This motion passes automatically under Chair’s discretion. 

 

XIV. Motion to Exclude the Public: A motion to exclude the public may be raised in the 

case that a Delegate feels there is a need to work in complete confidentiality. In which 

case, a Motion to Exclude the Public, if passed, will mean that the doors of the committee 

will be closed and none allowed to enter or to leave, with all individuals other than the 

Delegates & Chairs themselves (including Representatives of organizations and 

Delegates from non-member states), asked to leave the room. As such, the motion requires 

the Delegate to specify a designated time for the motion, up to 10 minutes. Note that no 

extension shall be given, and a total time longer than 10 minutes will not be in order. 

The Delegate may issue the motion confidentially through passing a note to the Chairs.  In 

the case the motion has passed, the committee will revert to the GSL and the floor shall be 

immediately open for points and motions.  
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XV. Motion to Suspend Debate: A Motion to Suspend the Debate is intended to 

temporarily suspend the debate in order to provide Delegates with a short break or to stop 

the debate for the day with the intention of continuing it the following day. The Delegate 

must state the reasoning for the motion when raising it. Once the motion is accepted, the 

Chairing staff will announce in what time the committee shall reconvene.  

 

Art. 12 – Points 

I. Point of Personal Privilege: Delegates may raise a point of personal privilege in order 

to address the Chairs on any matter that will prevent them from properly participating 

in committee activities. Such issues include, but are not limited to, needing to use the 

restroom, inability to hear the current speaker and a lack of air conditioning.  

The Chairs shall try to effectively address the source of impairment, and this is the only 

point that may interrupt a speaker. In the case a Delegate wishes to address the Chairing 

staff privately, they must state that they wish to approach the Chairs, or by writing a note. 

 

II. Point of Parliamentary Inquiry: A Delegate may raise this point in order to request 

clarification of the ROP. The Delegate must specify the matter requiring clarification. This 

point may not interrupt the current speaker.  

 

III. Point of Information: A point of information allows a Delegate to address a question 

to another delegate immediately following their speech. Once the point has been raised, 

the Chairs will address the Delegate who just gave the speech and ask if they are open for 

points of information.  

a. Delegates reserve the right to refuse to answer points of information, but once stating that they 

are open for points of information, they must be open to up to two questions from 

Delegates, with the first being picked by the Chairs, and the second by the Delegate 

themselves. 

b.  The Chairs will give the Delegates 15 seconds to ask a question, with the answering Delegate 

receiving 30 to speak. 

c. Note that attempts to use a Point of Information in order to speak to the committee without 

raising a question, will not be in order and will be punished under Chair’s Discretion.  
 

IV. Point of Order: A point of order shall be raised when a Delegate believes that a 

procedural rule has not been properly observed by a Delegate or by the Chairs. The 

Chair will then rule as to the validity of the point raised. In the case the Chairs rule out the 

validity of the argument Delegates may Motion to Appeal (in accordance with Art.11). 
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V. Right of Reply: A Delegate believing that their national, or personal, integrity has 

been impugned by another Delegate’s comments may raise this point. This point may 

only be raised during the GSL. The right of reply is to be given immediately following the 

speech to which it is relevant, and the Delegate raising the point will receive 30 seconds to 

reply. No Delegate may call for a right of reply on a right of reply.  

 

Art. 13 – Directives of Personal Interest 

I. Directives of Personal Interest are to be used as a system by which a Delegate may contact 

their respective country of origin, by issuing recommendations or requesting guidance 

on policy questions, or by which the Foreign Office of the delegate’s respective country 

may contact them.  

a. The Chair’s or Secretariat serve the role of the respective authority within the Delegates 

country of origin. As such, any and all directives will be sent to the Chairs by using the 

designated format, and they may choose, under their own considerations, to issue directives to 

the Delegate. 

b. The Chair’s or Secretariat may use directives as a way to inform Delegates that they are currently 

out of policy, and to advise them as to the current policy of their respective country. 

  

II. Directives used to request information about current policy are called “Requests for 

Clarification”. 

a. Requests for Clarification may be used by Delegates to request clarification from their 

country of origin as to questions of policy. This must state the policy in need of clarification 

and the conflict of policy with which the Delegate is having an issue. 

b. The Chair’s or Secretariat will then write a reply, and issue it to the Delegate. All replies to these 

directives are final.  
 

III. Directives used to issue recommendations are called “Diplomatic Briefs”. 

a. Diplomatic Briefs may be used by delegates to request their country of origin to exact a 

certain kind of action regarding the subject in hand. As such, the Delegate must outline their 

recommendations in a clear list, with the document outlining the reason for the 

recommendation and how it serves the current policy of their respective country of origin. 

b. Recommendations sent by directives may contain, but are not limited to, asking for funds, 

deployment of troops, recommending signing an agreement or accord, and more. 

Recommendations may be for immediate actions or for long term policy changes.  

c. All replies by the Chairs to any and all recommendations issued are final and may not be 

appealed. 
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d. Note that the content of the Diplomatic Brief, once approved, serve as concurrent policy and 

obligate the Delegate to act as such. 

e. The use of Diplomatic Briefs during a committee is up to the discretion of the Secretariat and 

may not be appealed.   

 

IV. Directives used to issue recommendations as to the coordination of policy with another 

country are called “Memorandums of Understanding”. 

a. Memorandums of Understanding may be issued when two or more Delegates have reached a 

general agreement as to certain policy matters regarding the current subject of debate essential 

to both of their own national interest. 

b. These shall be handed to a Chair as an agreement outlining the policy to which they have agreed 

together, combined with a Diplomatic Brief containing the personal recommendation of the 

Delegate and the reason for this recommendation. 

c. Prior to issuing the Memorandum to the Chairs, Delegates will specify in the document whether 

or not the Memorandum is confidential. If the Memorandum has been classified as confidential, 

matters concerning it may not be revealed by the Chairs to the rest of the committee. 

d. The Chairs will then review the Memorandum of Understanding, approving it after 

considering the recommendation from the Delegates and the current policy of the Delegate’s 

country of origin. In any case, the Chairs shall notify the Delegates as to their decision, and in 

case of approval, as long as the agreement has not been classified as confidential, will notify the 

committee.  

e. Note that the content of the Memorandum, once approved, serve as concurrent policy and 

obligate the Delegate to act as such. 

f. The use of Memorandums of Understanding during a committee is up to the discretion of the 

Secretariat and may not be appealed.  

 

V. Clauses IV and III will only apply to expert and specialized committees, or under the 

discretion of the Secretariat. 
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Art. 14 – Draft Resolutions 

I. A Draft Resolution is a delegation's proposal regarding desired approaches and solutions for 

an agenda item that is prepared in a detailed manner and uses the format of a resolution, 

and which has been approved by the Chairs.  

a. The draft paper, which is how the Draft Resolution shall be called prior to approval and 

assignment of a code by the Chairs, shall be written in the format designated for resolutions. 

b. For a "draft paper" to be approved by the Chairs as a "draft resolution", it must uphold the 

following criteria: 

i. Official format recognized by IMUNA (In accordance with Annex III – Submission 

Format). 

ii. Must contain the minimum number of Delegates to achieve the Quorum required for the 

draft paper.   

iii. The paper must be written in the official language of IMUNA, which is for all formal 

matters, English, and be grammatically correct.  

iv. Both Preambulatory and Operative clauses must be related to the topic in hand. 

v. Preambulatory clauses must guide and justify the Operative clauses of the Draft 

Resolution.  

vi. The Operative clauses pertain to actions which are within the mandate of the committee. 
 

II. In order for a draft paper to be recognized and reviewed by the Chairs, Delegates must 

present a Quorum for the draft paper. 

a. A Quorum will be defined as the written support for the Draft Paper and requires at least 30% 

of the committee as Signatories or Sponsors, with at least 10% of the committee sponsoring 

the draft. 

b. Delegates may be Signatories of multiple draft papers, with no unique commitment to the 

document. 

c. On the other hand, Delegates who sponsor multiple draft papers, will do so under the following 

conditions:  

i. The respective draft papers do not contradict each other. 

ii. The respective draft papers do not share the same Operative clauses. 

iii. Once a Panel of Authors will be in order, they will not be able to present the Drafts as 

sponsors.  

 

III. Draft papers shall be submitted to the Chairs for approval digitally, after which the Chairs 

will review the document and its content and will guide the Delegate’s as to any corrections 

regarding the document at hand.  
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IV. Once a draft paper is approved, the Chairs shall designate it as a Draft Resolution and assign 

it a number (ex. Draft Resolution A.B). At this point, the Delegates may Motion to 

Introduce the Draft Resolution by a Panel of Authors. 

a. Motion to Introduce Draft Resolution (A.B) by a Panel of Authors: After the Draft 

Resolution is approved by the Chairs and assigned a number, the Delegates may ask to introduce 

it to all present members of the committee. Immediately after this motion has been raised, 

recognized and voted upon, the Chairs will ask the sponsors to choose up to two sponsors to 

present the draft or give the honour to a single sponsor.  

b. The chosen sponsors will be given a specified amount of time, with a default of 10 minutes, to 

present the Draft Resolution and its Operative clauses to the room. After the passing of the 10 

minutes, other Delegates will be given a default time of 5 minutes to ask questions. 

 

Art. 15– Amendments 

I. Once a Draft Resolution has been approved and introduced, Delegates may introduce 

amendments. These are changes to the original document, with an explicit proposal to 

add, delete or alter specific operative clauses to a specific Draft Resolution (in accordance 

with Art. 21). Note that amendments may not remove all Operative Clauses.  

 

II. In order for the Amendment to be introduced it must have at least 10 percent of the 

committee as Signatories to it, and have the written support of at least one Sponsor of the 

Draft Resolution itself.  

 

III. Amendments will be submitted to the Chairs digitally, after which they will review the 

amendment. If approved, the Amendment will be assigned a number (ex. Amendment 1.0(. 

a. Once the amendment has been approved by the Chairs, the floor will be open to a "Motion to 

Introduce Amendment (X) to Draft Resolution (A.B)”. This motion will enable the delegate 

to introduce the approved amendment to the committee. This motion requires a simple majority 

to pass.    

b. If passed, the Delegate who authored the amendment will receive 45 seconds to introduce the 

document to the committee. 

c. After introducing the amendment, the Chairs will ask each of the Sponsors to the Draft 

Resolution, alphabetically, to declare the amendment as 'friendly’ or as ‘unfriendly’. 

i. In the case that all sponsors of the Draft Resolution declare that the amendment is 

‘friendly’, the amendment will be approved automatically, and the Draft Resolution shall 

be changed accordingly. 

ii. In case that at least one of the Sponsors has stated that the amendment is ‘unfriendly’, the 

amendment will be voted upon by the entire committee. 

iii. The voting procedure in this case will be Substantive and will require a simple majority 

for the amendment to pass and be accepted as part of the Draft Resolution.   
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d. In the case of an amendment failing to pass, it will be possible to vote on the amendment once 

again after the ‘Closure of Debate’ and before moving into voting procedure on the Draft 

Resolution itself, under the condition that the amendment was already introduced to the 

committee prior to the ‘closure of debate’ and has failed to pass, by raising a Motion to 

Introduce Amendment. 

IV. Please note Art.21 for further consideration regarding amendments. 

 

Art. 16 – Closure of Debate 

I. After the debate regarding the topic at hand has reached an end, Delegates may motion to 

conclude the debate. this shall be done by using one of two motions: 

a. Motion to Adjourn the Debate: This motion will close the debate for the time being and will 

mean that the subject on the agenda may be debated again during the work of the committee. 

This motion requires two-thirds majority. And will mean that the committee will revert to the 

procedure for setting the Agenda. Note that this will be done without the Delegates issuing 

Opening Statements. 

b. Motion to Close the Debate and Move to Voting Procedure: This motion indicates that the 

committee is ready to move to voting procedures regarding the Draft Resolutions at hand. This 

motion requires two-thirds majority to pass and will mean that any vote until the closing of 

debate regarding the specific agenda item will be considered as substantive.  

II. In the case of a Motion to Close the Debate and Move to a Voting Procedure passing, the 

Chairs will now indicate that the doors of the committee will be closed, and that voting 

procedure will now begin. They will then indicate that the floor is open to motions regarding 

the order of voting on the Draft Resolutions or regarding voting procedure.  

III. Draft Resolutions shall be voted upon in order of introduction. Delegates may also choose 

to change the order of the Draft Resolutions to be voted upon by using a Motion to Change 

the Order of Draft Resolution.  
a. Following this motion, the Delegate who raised it must state the desired new order of the Draft 

Resolutions (ex. Draft Resolution 1.2 will be voted upon prior to Draft Resolution 1.1). 
b. This motion will require a simple majority to pass and will be considered as a procedural vote, 

meaning all Delegates must vote. 

IV. Following the decision regarding the order of items to be voted upon, and in accordance 

with Article 15, the Chairs will ask if any Delegate wishes to introduce any Amendments. 

These may be introduced under the conditions that are mentioned in Art.15. 

 

  



 
 

20 
  
 

 

`  
 

© 2019 The Israeli Model UN Association.  All rights reserved. 

V. After designating the current order of Draft Resolution to be voted upon, the committee shall 

vote upon the procedure by which they shall vote. This will be done by introducing one of 

the following motions to the committee: 

a. Motion to Divide the Question: This motion is used to change a specific Draft Resolution by 

dividing the clauses into two or more separate Draft Resolutions. The Delegate raising the 

motion shall specify the clauses they wish to divide into a separate document and will name the 

new Draft Resolution. The motion cannot address the Perambulatory clauses, and the 

preamble will be adopted in its entirety irrespective the document which passes. This shall be 

considered as a procedural vote and will require a simple majority. 

b. Motion to Vote Clause by Clause: This motion indicates that the committee would like to vote 

upon the Draft Resolution clause by clause, meaning that any Draft Resolutions will be voted 

upon with every Operative clause receiving an individual vote. This will require a simple 

majority and will be a procedural vote.  

i. Following the vote upon the clauses, the Delegates will then vote on the collective Draft 

Resolution at hand. 

ii. In the case of voting Clause by Clause, voting members will not be allowed to vote yes or 

no with rights. The possibility to vote yes or no with rights will be granted only once 

voting on the collective Draft Resolution commences. 

c. Motion to Vote by Roll Call: This motion indicates that the committee desires to vote upon the 

paper by roll call, meaning that any Draft Resolutions will be voted upon by the Chairs reading 

out the member states, with each indicating their vote. This will require a simple majority 

and will be a procedural vote.  

i. In the case of voting by Roll Call, voting members may also choose to vote yes or no with 

rights, meaning they wish to speak following their vote. In which case, the Chairs will then 

allow each Delegate which has indicated as such, 30 seconds to speak in front of the 

committee once all members of the committee have voted. 

ii. In Addition, voting by roll call will allow Delegates to "pass" on their vote, meaning they 

will only vote following all other Delegates. In such a case, the Delegates which have done 

so will not be able to abstain. 

d. Motion to Vote Clause by Clause by Roll Call: This motion indicates that the committee 

wishes to vote in the style of clause by clause by roll call, meaning that any Draft Resolutions 

will be voted upon with every Operative clause receiving an individual vote while the vote 

will be conducted with the Chairs reading out the individual member states, with each indicating 

their vote. This will require a simple majority and will be a procedural vote. 

i. Following the vote upon the clauses, the Delegates will then vote on the collective Draft 

Resolution. 

ii. In the case of voting Clause by Clause by Roll Call, voting members will not have the 

possibility to vote yes or no with rights. The possibility to vote yes or no with rights will 

be granted only once voting on the collective Draft Resolution commences.  
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e. Motion to Vote by Acclamation: This motion indicates that the committee wishes to vote by 

acclamation, meaning that any Draft Resolutions will be voted upon in the default manner, 

with it only passing if all voting Delegates voted in favour of the Draft Resolution.  

f. In the case that none of the motions above are raised, or passed, voting procedure will default 

to having each Delegate indicating their vote by a show of placards.  
 

VI. Once a Resolution is passed by simple majority, unless stated otherwise, the debate on the 

topic at hand will cease.  
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Section III: Resolutions & Amendments 

Art. 17 – Definitions 

I. Draft Papers: any working paper on which the Delegates and Representatives of the 

committee share between them as the draft of the proposed resolutions. This will eventually 

be submitted to the approval of the Chairs and become a Draft Resolution.  

II. Draft Resolution: any Draft Paper which was recognized by the Chairs and approved under 

the criteria mentioned in Article 14. After approval, the Chairs will assign an official code 

to it (Draft Resolution 1.0).  

III. Amendments: any official document that was introduced by the Delegates in order to apply 

changes to any Draft Resolutions. The official format is shown in Annex III. 

IV. Resolution: any Draft Resolution that was voted upon during official voting procedures and 

after the closure of debate on the topic, with the condition of passing by simple majority or 

by any other majority that is required for the resolution to pass in accordance with these 

Rules of Procedure. 

 

Art. 18 – Formalities 

I. All Draft Papers submitted to the Chairs shall use the formats attached in Annex III, with 

the heading at the top of the page. The heading must contain the Following: 

a. The type of document– "Draft Paper". Once accepted by the Chairing staff, this should be 

revised to Draft Resolution along with the code assigned to it by the Chairs (E.g. "Draft 

Resolution A.B").  

b. The Concurrent Date 

c. The official logos of the international body (E.g. "United Nations") and Committee (E.g. 

"Security Council")in which the document is being discussed. 

d. The full official name of the Committee (E.g. "The United Nations General Assembly First 

Committee: Disarmament and International Security Committee". 

e. The topic being discussed in the document (E.g. "The Situation in Western Sahara"). 

f. The concurrent Sponsors and Signatories, in accordance with the required quorum to be 

presented. 

i. Said Sponsors and Signatories must be written in their full official names. 

ii. The row of stated Sponsors must be above the row of stated Signatories. 

g. The opening statement of the committee (E.g. "The United Nations Human Rights Council"). 
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II. All submitted Draft Papers, and consequently Draft Resolutions, will consist of one long 

sentence. The starting phrase of each clause will be italicized, with the paper divided into 

Perambulatory and Operative clauses. 

 

Art. 19– Perambulatory Clauses 

I. Perambulatory clauses are intended to clarify the reason for the actions taken by the 

committee and to showcase the justification for the Operative clauses. They may also be 

used to give historical context and refer to past Resolutions and actions regarding the topic 

at hand. 

II. Perambulatory clauses will begin with a present participle tense and must end with a comma. 

III. For examples on which words may be used for Perambulatory clauses see Annex IV. 

 

Art. 20– Operative Clauses 

I. Operative clauses indicate the actions taken by the committee, its stated position and its 

recommendations regarding the topic at hand.  
a. Operative clauses may recommend, urge, encourage, request a certain action or state a certain 

opinion. They may also decide upon any action that is within the mandate and authority of the 

Committee. Note that this authority should be exercised with care within any and all committees 

which are not able to take binding decisions. 

b. The Security Council may also decide upon any action concerning the mandate granted to it by 

Chapters VI and VII of the United Nations Charter, including the issuing of sanctions, the 

installation of UN-peacekeeping forces and the authorization of the use of force against any and 

all individuals, states, and organizations which pose a threat to international peace, as stated in 

the United Nations Charter. 

c. The United Nations Security Council and The Human Rights Council are the only committees 

which hold the mandate to issue condemnations.  

 

II. Operative clauses shall always be numbered, begin with an active, simple present verb and 

end with a semicolon.  

IV. For examples on which words may be used for Operative clauses see Annex IV. 

III. Any and all Resolutions shall end with the Operative clause, “Decides to remain seized on the 

matter.” This is the only clause which may end with a period. 
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Art. 21– Amendments 

I. Any and all Draft Resolutions, after being recognized by the Chairs, may be changed by 

issuing Amendments. Note that Once a Draft Resolution has been recognized by the Chairs, 

Perambulatory clauses may not be changed. As such, Amendments may not include 

Perambulatory clauses.  

II. If a Draft Resolution has been changed by an unfriendly amendment (in accordance with 

Art. 15), the Sponsors of the Draft Resolution are no longer obligated to support it during 

any and all voting procedure. Note that abstaining during a vote on an unfriendly 

amendment, which applies to the Draft Resolution that the Delegate has sponsored, 

will mean that the Delegate will be unable to utilize the amendment in question in order 

to escape their obligation to support the Draft Resolution, and will be expected to 

support the Draft Resolution during the final voting procedure.   

 

III. Amendments shall be formatted in accordance with the same rules outlined for Operative 

clauses in Art.20, and in accordance with the format attached in Annex III. 
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Section IV: Speciality Committees 

Art. 22 – Security Council 

I. The following rules, along with those specified from Art.1 to Art.20, serve the Rules of 

Procedure for any and all Security Council proceedings.   

 

II. The committee shall be split into two recognized groupings of nations, 10 Non-Permanent 

Members (E10) and 5 Permanent Members (P5).  

a. No special privileges will be afforded to the 10 Elected Members of the Security Council. 

b. Considering the special status of the Permanent Members, they will be able to veto any and all 

substantive votes. This will be done by voting against any substantive motions. 

c. The Permanent Members consist of the following nations: The United States of America, 

The United Kingdom, France, The People’s Republic of China and The Russian 

Federation. 

d. An abstention by the five permanent members may not, and will not, be regarded as a veto. 

e. The ten elected members shall be given the same privileges and rights of a Member State as 

outlined in Art.4. Note that Observer States may be present in the council and will be granted the 

same privileges outlined in Art.4.  

 

III. The United Nations Security Council is the only United Nations organ able to call for the 

use of force, declare sanctions and create legally binding resolutions. This will be done in 

accordance with Chapter V of the UN Charter. 

 

IV. Any and all proposals will require a regular majority to pass, combined with the support 

or abstention of the P5, with the notable exception of any and all uses of military force and 

the deployment of peacekeeping forces, which require two-thirds majority. 

 

V. In accordance with Chapter VI of the UN Charter, any and all parties to the dispute or issue 

discussed in the committee shall abstain from voting, under Chair’s Consideration. 

 

VI. Considering the unique nature of these committees, the following motions are unique to this 

committees’ proceedings: 

a. Motion for a P5 Caucus: This motion will temporarily split the council and will allow the P5 

nations to debate the issue outside of the council. This motion may only be raised by a P5 state. 

When raising this motion, Delegates must specify the duration of the proposed caucus. This 

motion does not require the vote of the entire council but will pass only if all present P5 

members second it. Once the motion has passed, the Council will revert to the GSL. 
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b. Motion to Declare Substantive: This motion may be raised prior to voting on another motion, 

with only P5 members able to raise it. The motion will pass automatically and will mean that 

the vote on the following motion will be substantive (in accordance with Art.6). Note that all 

other P5 states may repeal the motion by motioning to declare procedural, this will mean that 

the motion will revert to procedural voting (in accordance with Art.6). P5 states may only use 

this motion once per vote. Delegates may not use this motion after the closure of debate. 
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Annex I: Order of Motions 

1. P5 Caucus (If relevant to your committee)   

2. Points   

3. Motion to Withdraw   

4. Motion to Appeal  

5. Motion for a Moment of Silence 

6. Motion to Declare Substantive (If relevant to your committee)   

7. Motion to Set the Agenda   

8. Motion to Change the Order of Items on the Agenda 

9. Motion to Adjourn the Debate   

10. Motion to Close the Debate and Move to Voting Procedures  

11. Motion to Suspend the Meeting  

12. Motion to Exclude the Public   

13. Motion to Introduce Draft Resolution (A.B) by a Panel of Authors  

14. Motion to Introduce Amendment (X) to Draft Resolution (A.B) 

15. Motion to Summon a Guest Speaker  

16. Motion for an Unmoderated Caucus 

17. Motion for a Question of the Whole   

18. Motion for a Moderated Caucus   

19. Motion to Extend the Caucus   

20. Motion to Set the Speaker’s Time 

During Voting Procedure, Motions will be considered in the following order:  

1. Motion to Divide the Question 

2. Motion to Vote Clause by Clause by Roll Call 

3. Motion to Vote Clause by Clause   

4. Motion to Vote by Roll Call 

5. Motion to Vote by Acclamation 
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Annex II: The Process of Setting the Agenda 

 <After Opening Statements >  

Chair: The Floor is now open for Points & Motions 

Delegate A: Motion to Set the Agenda as A 

Chair: This is in order. Are there any seconds? [seeing seconds]. Are there any 

objections? [seeing objections]. All those who wish to speak against setting the agenda 

as A raise your placards <picks speaker against the motion (Delegate B)>.  

 

Delegate A: <speaks in favor>   

Delegate B: <speaks against>  

  

Chair: All those for the motion, raise your placards. <Delegates vote for>  

All those against, raise your placards. <Delegates vote against> 

In Case the Motion Passes: The committee will now begin debate on Agenda item A. 

In Case the Motion Fails: The committee will return to formal debate until a Motion to 

Set the Agenda is successful. 
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Annex III: Submission Format 

The following format will be used as the official format for any and all Draft 

Resolutions:  

Israeli Model United Nations Associations  *Name of Conference* 

 

  
    *Official Name of Committee* 
 

 

Sponsors: *Official Country Names* 

Signatories: * Official Country Names* 

Resolution *name/code* (*date*) 
 

Session no.X 

Agenda Item: *Name of Agenda Item 

 

 *Committee Name* 

 This content of the resolution shall be divided into two separate sections, one for 
perambulatory clauses, which will be written as such, and the other for operative clauses, 
written by using clauses and subclauses. 

1. *Operative Clause* 

a. *content of sub clause* 
b. *content of sub clause* 

i. *content of sub clause* 
ii. *content of sub clause* 

 
2. Decides to remain seized on the matter. 
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The following format will be used as the official format for any and all 

Amendments:  

Israeli Model United Nations Associations  *Name of Conference* 

 

    *Name of Committee* 
 

 

Sponsors: *Country Names* 

Signatories: *Country Names* 

Amendment *code* to:   

*Name of Resolution* 
 

Session no.X 

Agenda Item: *Name of Agenda Item 

 

3. *Operative Clause* 

c. *content of sub clause* 
d. *content of sub clause* 

i. *content of sub clause* 
ii. *content of sub clause* 
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s 

 

 

The following format will be used as the official format for any and all 

Directives of Personal Interest:  

Israeli Model United Nations Associations  *Name of Conference* 

 
*Type of Directive* 

Sender:  The Honourable Representative of *Official Country Name* 
   to the *Official Committee Name* 

Recipient: The Head of *Official Country Name* 
   Delegation to the United Nations  

Regarding: *Subject of Directive* 

*Agenda Item/Session Number* 

 

4. *The content of the resolution shall be written in clauses and subclauses 
clarifying the matter which required addressing the nation’s foreign office, in 
accordance with the outlined role of the DPIs as stated in the ROP.* 

e. *content of sub clause* 
f. *content of sub clause* 
g. *content of sub clause* 

 

I eagerly await your response. 
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Annex IV: Operatives & Preambles  
The following is list of words that can be used in the beginning of each 

Perambulatory clauses (this list is not final or absolute): 

Affirming  

Alarmed by 

Aware of 

Believing 

Bearing in mind  

Confident 

Convinced  

Declaring  

Deeply concerned  

Deeply convinced 

Desiring  

Taking note 

Noting further 

Seeking 

Deeply disturbed 

Deeply regretting  

Emphasizing 

Expecting  

Having adopted 

Having considered 

Having considered further  

Having examined  

Having studied  

Fulfilling  

Fully aware 

Fully alarmed  

Further believing  

Further recalling  

Welcoming  

Referring  

Guided by 

Keeping in mind  

Observing 

Realizing  

Recognizing   

Recalling  

 

The following is list of words that can be used in the beginning of each 

Operative clauses (this list is not final or absolute): 

Ask 

Approves 

Affirms  

Accepts  

Authorizes  

Calls  

Calls upon 

Condemns  

Confirms  

Considers  

Decides 

Designate  

Declares accordingly  

Emphasizes  

Encourages  

Endorses  

Expresses  

Further recommends  

Further remind  

Further requests 

Notes 

Proclaims  

Reaffirms  

Recommends 

Regrets  

Reminds   

Requests  

Solemnly affirms  

Supports  

Take note of  

Urges


