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Welcome Letter 

Dear Delegates, 

Welcome to the United Nations Security Council committee of JLMUN 2021! On behalf of 

all the directors, we would like to extend our warmest welcome to all the delegates attending the 

conference. Throughout this conference, as you will be working to resolve some of the most 

complicated and intriguing naval disputes of the world, we are looking forward to seeing you utilize 

your diplomacy and debating skills. 

Rich in natural resources, and neighbored by many states who have historic disputes with one 

another, Eastern Mediterranean is once again at the core of an international crisis. With the territorial 

disputes between Greece, Turkey and Cyprus on one hand, and the issue of dividing the natural 

resources on the other, the region brought some of the most powerful navies of Europe to the brink 

of military conflict once again. 

On the other corner of the globe, another strategically important sea body, the South China 

Sea is also much busier than usual. As China becomes more and more powerful in terms of its military 

presence in the region, it is more confident than ever about its territorial claims. Considering the lack 

of unity between ASEAN Member States and their increasing dependence on China, the United 

States is also keen on increasing its presence in the region and ensuring the “freedom of navigation” 

within and around this body of water. Despite a case which has already been taken to the Hague, 

none of the involved parties seem to have given up on their claims so far. 

We are very much excited to see this group of delegates who has been carefully selected 

regardless of the numerous applications received. We truly believe that each selected delegate 

respectively has what it takes to provide meaningful understanding and solutions to the problems at 

hand. Thus, we do encourage each delegate to properly use this study guide and also further extend 

your research on every aspect of the problems, as it relates to your respective countries assigned.  

Kindly, do not hesitate to contact any of our members should you have any questions or inquiries 

relating to this study guide or JLMUN 2021. We look forward to virtually meeting you all in March! 

Warmest Regards, 

JLMUN Security Council Directors  
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Meet The Chairs 
 

 

Chair - Said Tarik Saglam 

S. Tarik Saglam recently graduated from Wuhan University with a 

Bachelor of Arts. He has served as the Secretary-General of 

WISMUN (Wuhan University International Students Model United 

Nations) during the 2019-20 academic year and was also the Vice-

President of Wuhan University International Students Union during 

the same period. Tarik has been to numerous MUNs in 4 countries 

since 2018 and is currently living in Canada. 

 

Vice – Chair - Taimur Mansour 

Taimur is a Masters student in Haifa University from Isfya, in the 

north of Israel. He is currently doing his M.A in Asian studies, 

specializing in China.  Taimur has been part of the MUN 

community, on and off, for the past 8 years, originally starting his 

journey in TAUMUN while studying his B.A and currently a 

member of HAIMUN. Taimur is a veteran of many local and 

international conferences. 

 

Vice – Chair - Fabio Schapiro 

My name is Fabio Schapiro and I am an Alumni of Business 

Administration at IDC, but with a special passion for the political 

world and Brazilian Politics. I first experienced MUN in the US during 

high school and quickly became passionate about it, leading me to join 

the IDCMUN society, where I was a mentor, came to 9 conferences 

and won 3 best delegate awards; I also acted as Deputy Secretary-

General of the ComasMUN 2021 National Conference. Currently, I 

serve in the IDF's International Cooperation Unit for Latin America 

and Asia. I hope you all can have fun with this special conference. 
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Introduction to the Committee 

The United Nations Security Council is one of the most important bodies of the UN system, 

and consists of 15 member states. Five of these Member States, namely; China, France, Russian 

Federation, the United Kingdom, and the United States, are the permanent members and have the 

right of veto power for any possible Security Council resolution. The remaining members are elected 

for a 2 year mandate and represent their regions (3 African, 2 Asia-Pacific, 2 Latin America & 

Caribbean, 1 Eastern Europe, and 2 Western Europe & Others). 

According to the Charter of the UN, all of the Member States are obliged to comply with the 

council’s decisions. The major responsibility of the council is to maintain international security and 

peace, and in addition to this, under the UN Charter, some other functions and the powers of the 

Security Council are: 

● To investigate any dispute or situation which might lead to international friction; 

● To recommend methods of adjusting such disputes or the terms of settlement; 

● To determine the existence of a threat to the peace or act of aggression and to recommend 

what action should be taken; 

● To take military action against an aggressor if necessary; 

● To recommend the admission of new Member States; 

● To recommend to the General Assembly the appointment of the Secretary-General. 
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I. Introduction to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) 

The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) is an international 

agreement signed in 1982,that came into force in 1994, to establish the rules and guidelines of the 

use of seas and oceans, and their ownership. The Convention replaced the quad-treaty 1958 

Convention on the High Seas. The Convention has created three new institutions: the International 

Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, the International Seabed Authority, and the Commission on the 

Limits of the Continental Shelf. As of June 2016, 167 countries and the European Union have joined 

in the Convention. The UN provides support for meetings of states party to the Convention, but has 

no direct operational role in the implementation of the Convention. Many organizations oversee the 

treaty, such as the International Maritime Organization, the International Whaling Commission, and 

the International Seabed Authority (ISA).1 

 The Convention's guidelines regulate many areas, including: Internal waters, Territorial 

waters, Archipelagic waters, Contiguous zone, Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs), Continental shelf, 

High Seas, etc.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 https://www.iucn.org/theme/marine-and-polar/our-work/international-ocean-governance/unclos 

2 https://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/texts/unclos/unclos_e.pdf 
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 Topic A: “Addressing the Territorial Claims of Turkey, 

Greece and Cyprus around the Eastern Mediterranean” 
 

Background and History 

The territorial claims over the Eastern Mediterranean, which is also sometimes called as the 

Aegean Dispute, has a long history between the 3 countries of the region; Turkey, Greece and Cyprus. 

Although the disputes usually arose between Turkey and Greece almost every decade since the 70s, 

none of them were significant enough to bring the countries to a full scale conflict. Although the 

geopolitics of the region did not change much since the second World War, these disputes and 

conflicts had several reasons over the years. Some of them included but were not limited to the 

delimitation of territorial waters, the use and share of exclusive economic zones (hereafter referred 

as the EEZ) and continental shelf, the issue of demilitarization of some Greek islands, and the use of 

national air space etc.  

The major clash point of these disputes has been the different interpretations of the maritime 

law: Turkey on one side never signed up to the Convention on the Continental Shelf, or the 

superseding United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, whereas Greece has signed up to 

both of these treaties. As a result of this, Turkey doesn't recognize a legal continental shelf and EEZ 

around most of the Greek islands (particularly those that are geographically very near to its own 

mainland).  

Due to the active dialogue process between Turkey and the European Union, and to ease 

Ankara’s participation process to the Union, the two countries came closer to overcoming these 

disputes through a series of diplomatic measures between the end of 90s till the early 2010s. Although 

some progress was made by means of diplomacy during this period, a substantial solution to the 

major issues remained unresolved and both countries came to the brink of a war even in 2020.  

 

Maritime Zones 

Although the mainland coasts of both Turkey and Greece around the Aegean Sea are 

approximately equal in length, however the vast majority of the islands between these mainlands 

belong to the Greek Republic. For example, the chain of some major islands (Lesbos, Chios, Samos 

and the Dodecanese islands) are much closer to the western coast of Turkish mainland than they are 
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to the Greek one3. Turkey believes that the presence of these islands has prevented it from extending 

its own zone of influence beyond a couple of nautical miles off its mainland coasts for many years. 

Due to the fact that the reach of the influence zone (such as the territorial waters and national airspace) 

is measured from the nearest territory of the state (including the islands if there are any), the extension 

of these has benefited Greece much more than Turkey in the region.  

Therefore, over the years, both countries kept claiming that the other one has been trying to 

extend the reach of influence further for its expansionist purposes. According to Turkey, since the 

second World War, Greece has used these islands  to turn the Aegean Sea into some form of a “Greek 

Lake”. On the other hand, Greece has been long concerned that Turkey would try to occupy roughly 

half of the sea towards the middle of the Aegean, far beyond the chain of the Greek islands and turn 

them into an exclave surrounded by Turkish waters, cut off from the motherland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aegean_dispute 
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Current Situation 
Turkey’s current land and maritime borders mainly reflect the Treaty of Lausanne from 

1923, which had officially settled the conflict between Turkey, France, Italy, and Greece. Turkish 

President Erdogan has stated in 2016 that the clauses of the treaty regarding the Aegean Sea and 

Eastern Mediterranean was not a “victory” for the Turkish side and that his government was still 

struggling for the Turkish rights in the region that were not covered by this treaty.  

In 2017 Turkey announced their intentions to conduct exploratory drillings in the area 

delimited by the Republic of Cyprus. Cyprus issued a protest arguing that such actions would violate 

its sovereignty. Nonetheless, Turkey proceeded with the exploration. At the same time, Cyprus was 

developing its gas fields. In February 2018, Turkish warships prevented a drillship, Saipem 12000, 

from drilling in area, which is claimed by the Turkish administration of northern Cyprus; this area is 

recognized by the international community to belong to the Republic of Cyprus.4 

In September 2019, President of Turkey, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, appeared in a photo with a 

map, also called the “Blue Homeland”, which showed nearly half of the Aegean Sea and big portions 

of the Eastern Meditteranean as a part of Turkey’s territorial waters. This was strongly criticised by 

Greece.5 

On November 27, 2020, Turkey and the UN backed government in Libya signed a Maritime 

Boundary Treaty. The Treaty demarcated Exclusive Economic Zones of Turkey and Libya. It also 

created a shared maritime zone between Libya and Turkey. Greece voiced its opposition to the treaty, 

as it ignored Greek islands and the Greek EEZ. Egypt branded the treaty as illegal.6 

 

 
4 https://cyprus-mail.com/2018/02/10/kasoulides-turkish-interference-expected-increase-cyprus-eez/ 

5 https://www.ekathimerini.com/244125/article/ekathimerini/news/erdogan-takes-photograph-in-front-of-blue-homeland-map 
6 reuters.com/article/us-turkey-libya/turkey-signs-maritime-boundaries-deal-with-libya-amid-exploration-row-idUSKBN1Y213I 
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A map showing the agreed maritime boundaries between Turkey and Libya, by Anadolu Agency 

The treaty signed by Libya and Turkey affects not only Greece and Cyprus, but also impacts 

the construction of the proposed EastMed natural gas pipeline. The pipeline would transport natural 

gas from Israel via Cyprus to Greece and Europe. Greece, Cyprus, Israel, and Italy signed an 

agreement regarding the pipeline in 2018.7 However, the pipeline would now have to pass through 

the areas claimed by Turkey and Libya. 

 

A photo showing the route of the planned EastMed Pipeline, by Forbes 

 

 
7 https://cyprus-mail.com/2018/12/20/cyprus-greece-israel-agree-on-eastmed-pipeline/ 
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On May 11, 2020, Greece, Egypt, and Cyprus, joined by the UAE and France, issued a Joint 

Statement denouncing the treaty. Turkey responded by calling the Joint Statement hypocritical and 

aimed at creating instability in the region.8 

Rising tensions between Greece and Turkey resulted with the collision of a Greek and a 

Turkish frigate in the disputed waters between Cyprus and Crete (a Greek island). The Turkish ship 

was one of five in the Turkish fleet escorting the Oruc Reis, Turkey’s major oil and gas exploration 

vessel in the region. Greece said the collision was an accident, whereas the Turkish side interpreted 

it as a deliberate provocation. Turkish president Recep Tayyip Erdogan responded by saying that 

they would “retaliate” if this went on.9 

 

 

 
8 https://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkey-slams-joint-statement-by-five-nations-on-east-med-sea-libya-154679 

9 https://www.theglobeandmail.com/world/article-a-dispute-in-the-eastern-mediterranean-has-brought-turkey-and-greece/ 
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Photo by the Globe and Mail 

Amid rising tensions between Turkey and Greece, a series of technical talks were held 

between Greek and Turkish military delegations. These talks resulted in creation of a military de-

escalation mechanism on October 1, 2020, which is supposed to prevent accidents and incidents in 

the Eastern Mediterranean. As part of de-escalation mechanism, a direct hotline was established 

between Greece and Turkey.10 

On October 10, 2020, Egyptian President Al Sisi ratified the Egypt - Greece Maritime 

Boundary Treaty of Maritime Borders, which was signed on August 6. The agreement sets 

boundaries between Exclusive Economic Zones of Egypt and Greece and creates a mechanism for 

resolving disputes regarding natural resources rights. The agreement has also been approved by the 

Greek Parliament.11 

 

The deals between Egypt-Greece and Libya-Turkey overlap each other/BBC 

 

 
10  https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_178523.htm 

 
11  https://gulfnews.com/world/mena/al-sisi-ratifies-egypt-greece-maritime-demarcation-agreement-1.74487050 
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In July 2020 Turkey suspended its oil exploration plans after a diplomatic intervention by 

Germany and joint US-Greece naval exercises.12 However, on October 11, 2020 Turkey announced 

(through NAVTEX, an automated navigational warnings system) that it was renewing research 

activities in the Easter Mediterranean.13 In response, on October 13, 2020 the United States issued a 

statement condemning Turkish activities and urging Turkey to begin talks with Greece. The 

statement further condemned Turkey’s actions as a “calculated provocation”.14 

Also, in July 2020, an incident occurred between France and Turkey. A French frigate was 

inspecting a ship suspected of violating the UN embargo on arms supplies to Libya. It was then 

approached by three Turkish naval vessels, which behaved in an aggressive manner.15 France then 

sent its military jets and ships to the Eastern Mediterranean to monitor the standoff between Greece 

and Turkey over exploratory drilling.16  Furthermore, in September 2020, France begun selling 

frigates and other weapons to Greece which received criticism Turkey, as it was seen as France 

expressing its support to Greece (and Cyprus).17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
12 nordicmonitor.com/2020/10/us-deplores-what-it-considers-to-be-turkeys-calculated-provocations-in-eastern-mediterranean/ 

13  https://www.state.gov/u-s-response-to-turkeys-renewed-survey-activity-in-the-eastern-mediterranean/ 

14 https://www.state.gov/u-s-response-to-turkeys-renewed-survey-activity-in-the-eastern-mediterranean/ 
15https://www.reuters.com/article/us-nato-france-turkey-analysis-idUSKBN2481K5 

16https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-53767792 

17 https://www.defenseworld.net/news/25540/French_Move_to_Sell_Frigates_to_Greece_May_Anger_Turkey#.X4sBmtAzZPY 
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Past Actions by the UN and Various Actors 

Tensions in the Mediterranean Sea are at all time high with the long-standing conflict between 

Greece and Turkey being revived in a new context. These tensions have far reaching consequences 

for many countries around the Mediterranean. While both Turkey and Greece are part of NATO, and 

on paper allies, they have always disagreed profoundly about who has rights to key areas of the 

eastern Mediterranean and have laid claims to overlapping areas, mainly arguing that they belong to 

their respective continental shelves. Various actions have been taken lately by different actors that 

helped escalate the situation18. 

 Greece and Turkey:  

According to some, tensions have flared possibly in response to the Greek and Cyprus actions 

and decision of the recent years. After a huge gas reserves were found in the waters off Cyprus, 

Greece and the Cypriot government cooperated and signed an agreement with Egypt and Israel 

(Countries that have tense relations with Ankara of their own) to work together and exploit the 

resources19  Despite the "Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus" holding half of the Island, and 

Turkey's request that the resources should be shared since it has rights in the area, Turkey was 

excluded from the agreement20 21. 

As a response, Turkey took two steps that further escalated the situation, first, last year Turkey 

stepped up drilling to the west of Cyprus, in what is seen by Turkey as part of the waters of the 

Northern Republic of Cyprus,  and then in November 2019 Turkey signed a deal of its own with 

Libya. According to Turkey, the agreement creates an exclusive economic zone (EEZ) from the 

Turkish southern coast to the Libyan north-east coast22 23. The agreement was strongly objected by 

Egypt who claimed it was illegal and Greece who pointed out that it failed to take into account the 

island of Crete, sitting in the middle between the two countries. However, this did not deter the 

Turkish, and several licenses have already been issued to Turkish Petroleum to drill in the Eastern 

Med, including off the Greek islands of Rhodes and Crete. Ironically enough, Greece and Egypt 

 

 
18 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-53497741 

19 https://www.iai.it/en/pubblicazioni/unpacking-conflict-eastern-mediterranean 

20 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-53497741 

21 https://carnegieeurope.eu/2020/09/17/conflict-could-be-brewing-in-eastern-mediterranean.-here-s-how-to-stop-it-pub-82759 

22 http://www.ieee.es/Galerias/fichero/docs_marco/2020/DIEEEM03_GUIABI_Mediterraneo-ENG.PDF 

23 theconversation.com/turkey-greece-conflict-in-eastern-mediterranean-is-less-about-gas-than-vaccuum-left-by-trump-144691 
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responded with an agreement of their own, claiming it would cancel the EEZ of the Turkish-Libyan 

agreement24. 

In July, Turkey  put out a naval alert, a Navtext, informing that it was sending a research ship  

the Oruc Reis with an accompanying fleet of warships to perform a drilling survey for gas in the 

waters close to the coast of south-west Turkey, an area also in close proximity to the Greek island of 

Kastellorizo25. The ship sailed the waters between Cyprus and Crete, as per the Turkish claim for 

territorial water of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. Turkey has also announced that  licenses 

for exploration and survey will be issued for their "western part of the continental shelf" and an 

increase in activity in the black sea26 27. 

Other countries getting involved:  

While energy resources were the catalyst for the rise of tension in the Mediterranean, it was 

not the only cause.  The conflict in Libya, and Ankara's good ties with the Libyan Government of 

National Accords (GNA) have created regional rivalries. While Turkey backs the legal Libyan 

government recognized also by the UN, other actors such as the UAE, Russia and Egypt support the 

rebellious eastern General Khalifa Haftar28 29 30. France also chose to get involved, and while it denies 

supporting Gen Haftar, France's actions certainly escalated tensions further when it accused Turkey 

of violating the Libya's arms embargo and de-facto joined the opposing side. The Libyan crisis can 

be added to other geo-political conflicts between Turkey and other Middle Eastern countries such as 

Egypt, Iraq and others over various issues, such as the Turkish operations against the Kurds on Iraqi 

soil31 32 33. 

  This animosity seems to have extended to the drilling and issue of energy resources as well. 

The EU have decided to back Greece's claims and position in the Mediterranean sea, heading into a 

collision course with Turkey and France have temporarily deployed a frigate and two Rafale fighter 

jets in the Eastern Mediterranean for joint naval maneuvers with Greece34. The UAE have also 

 

 
24 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-53906360 

25 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/9/16/turkey-open-to-mediterranean-sea-talks-but-determined-erdogan 

26 https://www.cnbc.com/2020/08/18/turkey-greece-clash-over-oil-and-gas-in-the-eastern-mediterranean.html 

27 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-53497741 

28 https://carnegieeurope.eu/2020/09/17/conflict-could-be-brewing-in-eastern-mediterranean.-here-s-how-to-stop-it-pub-82759 

29 https://www.iai.it/en/pubblicazioni/unpacking-conflict-eastern-mediterranean 

30 http://www.ieee.es/Galerias/fichero/docs_marco/2020/DIEEEM03_GUIABI_Mediterraneo-ENG.PDF 

31 http//www.ieee.es/Galerias/fichero/docs_marco/2020/DIEEEM03_GUIABI_Mediterraneo-ENG.PDF 

32 theconversation.com/turkey-greece-conflict-in-eastern-mediterranean-is-less-about-gas-than-vaccuum-left-by-trump-144691 

33 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-53906360 

34 https://www.cnbc.com/2020/08/18/turkey-greece-clash-over-oil-and-gas-in-the-eastern-mediterranean.html 
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decided to get involved in escalating the tensions by sending F-16's and stationing them at Crete to 

take part in military maneuvers35. Germany however, seems to be trying to deescalate the crisis, 

mediate between the sides and advocate for talks and understanding36 37 38. However Turkey did 

announce that while determined it was open for "constructive" talks based on fairness39. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
35 https://carnegieeurope.eu/2020/09/17/conflict-could-be-brewing-in-eastern-mediterranean-here-s-how-to-stop-it-pub-82759 

36 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-53906360 

37 theconversation.com/turkey-greece-conflict-in-eastern-mediterranean-is-less-about-gas-than-vaccuum-left-by-trump-144691 

38 https://carnegieeurope.eu/2020/09/17/conflict-could-be-brewing-in-eastern-mediterranean.-here-s-how-to-stop-it-pub-82759 

39 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/9/16/turkey-open-to-mediterranean-sea-talks-but-determined-erdogan 
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Bloc Positions  
● Greece - Cyprus 

Greece believes that its islands' continental shelf should be considered Greek territory, 

therefore having the whole Aegean Sea as Greek propriety, even though the islands are not as close 

to its mainland as they are from Turkey.40 Cyprus also has similar claims regarding its continental 

shelf and the gas reserves in its surroundings are pushing this claim. Both countries are long-time 

partners and seek to explore the area together, along with neighboring countries Israel, Egypt and 

Italy. In addition, Greece still has not overcome the Turkish allowance of Syrian Refugees to cross 

its borders freely into Greek territory.41 

 

● Turkey - Northern Cyprus 

Turkey understands that it has rights to half of the Aegean Sea, as it is also majorly bathed by 

it. Turkey currently controls the flow of ships from and to the Black Sea (through the straits of 

Bosporus and Dardanelles), but this advantage is overtaken by the Greek control of the Aegean Sea, 

meaning that even if the ships pass through Turkish territory in the straits, they would have to pass 

through greek territory in the sea, creating many legal and economic impediments for the flow of 

ships.42 In addition, Turkey would not be allowed to drill for oil or gas in most of the sea it is bathed 

by. Turkey believes that the Greek and Cyprus claims are abusive, but also disregard the desires of 

the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, which is only recognized by the Turkish Government. 

Turkey believes that its territorial claims are correct and is not afraid of intimidating the parties or 

disregard international conventions.43 

 

● European Union 

Since 1987, Turkey has relentlessly tried to be part of the European Union, but many of its 

policies go against the bloc.44 The EU has asked Turkey to adapt in order to become a part of it. 

Regarding the Aegean Sea dispute, the European Union has sided mainly with its member, Greece, 

but nonetheless has called for diplomatic solutions for the conflict.45 With the escalation on Turkey's 
 

 
40 https://www.gisreportsonline.com/turkeys-complicated-position-in-the-mediterranean-sea,defense,3299.html 

41 https://time.com/5884397/turkey-greece-tensions/ 

42 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/9/16/turkey-open-to-mediterranean-sea-talks-but-determined-erdogan 

43 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-53497741 

44 http://www.elmundo.es/elmundo/2004/12/17/internacional/1103293216.html 
45 https://www.dailysabah.com/politics/eu-affairs/turkey-calls-on-eu-to-understand-its-mistakes 
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side, some of the bloc's countries have started to have an active role in the issue. France has sided 

with Greece after Turkey sent weapons to Libya, and has pushed for sanctions against Ankara in the 

EU Parliament46. Germany, on the other hand, is seen as a potential mediator of the conflict. 

 

● Neighboring Countries: 

Most of the neighboring countries have sided with Greece and Cyprus. Israel and Egypt have 

had diplomatic tensions with Ankara in the past few years, and both countries have joined Cyprus 

and Greece in the exploration of the sea's natural resources. In addition, Egypt has signed the EEZ 

deal with Greece, potentially nullifying the EEZ deal between Turkey and Libya. Italy has also sided 

with Greece and Cyprus, as it is a beneficiary of the Gas pipeline deal. Lebanon is still considered a 

wild card, as though it is friendly to Nicosia, it's disputes with Israel are an impediment to its 

participation in any deal47. Lastly, Libya's internationally recognised government is the only one who 

sided with Turkey, by signing the EEZ Turkey-Libya deal, but the growing support to Field Marshal 

Khalifa Haftar's side in the Civil War puts the country's future in check. The Libyan government is 

friendly to Ankara, which is also using the deal to provide weapons to the Government of National 

Accord's forces.  

 

Areas of Clash and Possible Solutions 

● The Definition of Islands and Territorial Extent 

With the Greek claims that even its far-away islands have the right to have a continental shelf, what 

is brought to the table is the understanding of what is an island's rights of non-continental extension. 

If the Greek have the right to extend its territory far away from its mainland, a precedent is created 

to allow similar claims by other countries. For instance, if Denmark decided to extend its territorial 

waters and consider the way to Bornholm Island as its territory, Sweden would not have access to 

the Northern Sea. Though it is a non probable claim to happen, based on the understanding of 

territorial extent and the Greek precedent, it is a legal claim.  

 

 
46 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/11/26/france-leads-push-for-eu-sanctions-on-turkey 

47 https://en.econostrum.info/Still-no-agreement-between-Israel-and-Lebanon-to-share-gas-fields_a776.html 
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Map of the world based on EEZs, territorial claims and offshore endeavors/Flanders Marine Institute 

 

Turkey claims that if the precedent is confirmed, the benefit of having a sea coast and a 

passage to the mediterranean will be nullified, trapping the country inside its borders with no easy 

access to the rest of the Meditaranean, and then to the Atlantic Ocean.  

The definition of what can be considered territory when there is a shared continental shelf is also a 

challenge of this case. There is no precedent of whether the extent should be shared, favor the 

mainland, or the island. 

 

● Freedom of Navigation  

The very understanding of freedom of navigation may be a solution for the case. The notion of 

international water48 is only extended to navigating on oceans, but nothing stops the discussion of 

International waters Corridors in the borders of the territorial extension on the many seas of the world. 

This may be a point of discussion, as both Greece and Turkey have conflicting claims over what is 

their territorial extension. A potential agreement on the issue may also create a precedent to other 

similar cases. A shared navigation area, which intertwines the conflictual claimed areas, can also be 

a possible solution, allowing both countries to freely navigate in the same region. 

 

● Turkey's entrance in the European Union49 

Turkey's Desire to be part of the European Union is a potential point of negotiation. Though most of 

the bloc is against it, negotiations have happened to push a change in Turkey's policies in order to 

 

 
48 https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/programmes-and-initiatives/UNDP-GEF-International-Waters-Portfolio.html 

49 https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/sites/near/files/pdf/key_documents/2012/package/tr_rapport_2012_en.pdf 
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align itself to the EU's Policies. Out of the 33 Chapters (points) of the agreement, Turkey totally 

aligned with the EU in one (Industry and Enterprise Policies) and has 13 of them accepted by the 

organization. There are still 19 chapters to go, being 3 in poor condition (Free Movement of Workers, 

Right of establishment and freedom to provide services, and Environment) and 16 in "more effort 

needed" condition. A potential to ease Turkey's case in some of its aspects in exchange of a deal with 

Cyprus and Greece can help to push for a solution, at the same time, most of the EU leadership, 

including France and Germany, have declared to push against any allowance of Turkey's entry in the 

bloc, but have offered the status of Privileged Partner. 

 

● Restriction of EEZs 

As most of the discussion has been around what can be considered the non continental extension of 

a country, restricting the size of EEZs is a possible point of discussion. Currently, the allowance of 

countries to increase its sea borders to 12 miles from its territory's coast allows this kind of conflict 

to happen, if a restriction is created, more of the seas could be shared and conflicts of claimed areas 

should diminish.50 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
50 https://www.un.org/Depts/los/clcs_new/continental_shelf_description.htm 



21 

 

Guiding Questions 
  

● As the many islands share the continental shelf with mainland countries, what would be 

considered territory of the island and territory of the continent?   

● Does the mainland have preference on the jurisdiction of the sea over the island? 

● What middle grounds can be reached in order to prevent the escalation of the conflict? 

● Are the EEZ deals legal internationally? 

● Can another deal be proposed? 

● Should there be an international restriction of EEZs? 
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 Topic B: “Addressing the Militarization of the South 

China Sea” 
 

Background and History 

The South China Sea is located in the Western Pacific, and it has been home to numerous 

repeating territorial and military disputes involving China, Vietnam, the Philippines, Taiwan (which 

itself is claimed by China), Malaysia, Indonesia and Brunei. With an estimated total value of 3.37 

trillion dollars’ worth trade passing through it each year, the South China Sea is among the most 

important marine routes of the world. In addition to this aspect, the region is also very rich in oil and 

natural gas resources, which according to the official American estimates are at least equal to that of 

Mexico’s, and to some Chinese estimates, might be second only to that of Saudi Arabia’s. The last 

time these tensions turned into a military conflict was in 1988, when Vietnam lost over 70 sailors in 

a skirmish with China in the Spratly archipelago (also known as the Chigua reef).2 

Among all the countries mentioned above, China by far is the country with the biggest claims. 

The claims of sovereignty over almost all of the sea (and the estimated 11 billion barrels of untapped 

oil) goes back to the 70’s. China claims that its sovereign rights to the region goes back centuries to 

when the 2 major archipelagos (Spratly and the Paracel) were considered as integral part of the 

Chinese state. Chinese authorities also use a map issued in 1947 as one of their major references in 

order to detail their claims. The map features these islands and most of the region as China’s territory. 

In this regard, Beijing uses what is known today as the “nine-dash line” as a geographical marker to 

clarify its claims. The boundaries of this line reach the waters very close to Indonesia and Malaysia, 

and at its peak, is about 2,000 kms away from China’s mainland. Critics mainly point out that despite 

these claims, China has not clarified its claims and that the nine-dash line (which today, is still used 

as a reference by the Chinese government) is a very vague reference, as it does not mention any 

coordinates and covers almost all of the sea.  
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The “Nine-Dash Line”, by the Economist 

The U-shaped line first appeared in 1936, which was then drawn with 11 dashes and was the 

reference of the claims of the KMT (Nationalist Party of China). In 1953, as a kind gesture to the 

communist Vietnamese neighbors, the Communist Party of China (which governs China up to date) 

erased two dashes.3 Thus, in 2009, the map had nine dashes when it was first presented officially to 

the United Nations. In 2013, a tenth dash was added to ensure that Taiwan falls within the territory. 

Claims Over the Sea 

On paper, Taiwan is the party with roughly the same claims as China. In 2014, Taiwan’s then 

president Ma Ying-jeou publicly clarified that their claims are identical to the claims of Nationalist 

Party (Kuomintang, also known as the KMT) in 1947, which drew the maps before fleeing mainland 

China to establish Taiwan. He made it clear that Taiwan only claims sovereignty over the islands 

within the line, which were occupied by Japan during the second World War. This announcement 

was important, because unlike China, which up to date has not clarified whether it’s claiming 

everything within the line (islands, shoals, reefs, oil, gas and etc.), Taiwan made it clear that they are 

only claiming the islands and the 3 to 12 nautical miles within their shores. These claims are 

completely disregarded by Beijing, which claims that Taiwan is an inseparable part of China and that 

there can be no conflicting claims in this regard. 

Vietnam also disputes China’s historical account, mentioning that China did not officially 

claim sovereignty over the territory before the 1940s. They claim that Vietnam has actively ruled 
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over both major island chains (Spratlys and the Paracels) since the 17th century and present its own 

proof in this regard. 

The Philippines present one of the major challenges to China’s claims, and so far, is the only 

state which took the matter to an international judiciary body. Government in Manila uses its 

geographical proximity to the Spratly Islands as the main point of reference, and lays claim over the 

Scarborough Shoal (known as the Huangyan Islands in China) along with China. The shoal is a little 

more than 160 kms away from the Philippines and about 800 kms away from the Chinese mainland. 

In 2013, the Philippines took the dispute to the Permanent Court of Arbitration in Hague, and 

challenged Beijing’s claims under the protection of the UN Convention on the Laws of the Sea. China 

announced that it opposed any third-party arbitration and that it would not take part in any 

negotiations other than the bilateral ones. Despite China’s absence, in July 2016, the Permanent Court 

of Arbitration at the Hague backed Philippines’ position, announced that it found the Philippines 

right on 13 out of 15 claims, and mentioned that China had violated Philippines’ sovereign rights. 

Although China is a signatory to the treaty which established the tribunal, it does not accept the 

court's authority and has mentioned it numerous times over the years that it only seeks bilateral 

negotiations for the regional disputes. Thus, China announced that the decisions were made only 

upon the claims of the country which took the matter to the tribunal, that they were made without 

Chinese authorities’ presence (which was the first time that the court made a decision in such a 

situation), described the ruling as “ill-founded” and that it won’t be bound by it. 

Despite the fact that Beijing did not take part in the arbitration process, and boycotted the 

decisions made, the government released a White Paper on the day the decision was announced. The 

paper, which was released by the State Council Information Office of the People’s Republic of China, 

was titled “China Adheres to the Position of Settling Through Negotiation the Relevant Disputes 

Between China and the Philippines in the South China Sea”, and clarified China’s position in the 

matter. It included parts about China’s historical claims and its references, demonstrated its position 

in the negotiation process with the Philippines since the past century, explained the reasons why it 

did not take part in the arbitration process and why it would not abide by it.4  
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Current Situation 

Despite the USA having no maritime border with the South China Sea, it has been one of the 

most active players in the area, with its military's presence in the area increasing rapidly in the last 

years.  This site of the long simmering territorial disputes have seen considerable military activity in 

recent years, mostly by the navies of China and the USA. Amid the rising tensions it seems that 

Trump administration decided to directly challenge China's claims by calling them "completely 

unlawful".[1] 

This escalation in tensions seems to have shifted some opinions toward disputing China's 

extensive claims in the area. In the past year, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 

have started using a stronger language than it was accustomed to previously against China's claims 

and actions in the area. It has also highlighted that as far as it is concerned, the United Nations 

convention for the Law of the Sea (Unclos) should be the bases for resolving the long standing 

disputes[2] 

This deterioration in the situation comes after a period of improvement and progress toward 

resolution during 2018.  A draft code of conduct for the South China Sea was put forward in August 

2018 in an agreement between China and ASEAN, with an aim to finalize it within three years. 

However, as mentioned previously, in the ASEAN chairman's statement following the June ASEAN 

summit of 2019, the association used what was considered "tough language" against the actions of 

China in the South China Sea, when it condemned "land reclamations, recent developments, activities 

and serious incidents" that "may undermine peace, security and stability".[3] 

In the statement, the ASEAN also reaffirmed that the 1982 UNCLOS was the basis for 

determining maritime entitlement and sovereign rights over maritime zones. This was one of the 

strongest remarks issued by the association in opposition to China's stance and referring to the 2016 

ruling of the tribunal in Hague that invalidated most of Beijing's claims. 

2019-20 marked a period of incidents following the ASEAN statement. In June 2019, a 

Chinese vessel collided with and sank a Philippine fishing boat, an event that fueled anti-Chinese 

demonstrations in the Philippines and the burning of the Chinese flag.[4] This however did not deter 

the Philippine government (who is considered pro-Chinese) from meeting with Chinese 

representatives to discuss joint oil exploration activates, and it did not deter the Philippine president 

Duterte from barring the Philippine military from US-led military exercises in the South China 

Sea[5]. 
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In 2020, another incident of collision occurred as a Chinese coast guard vessel collided with 

and sunk a Vietnamese fishing boat and led to an official protest from Hanoi[1]. 

 In November 2020, amidst a myriad of provocations between QUAD members and China, 

ASEAN announced the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), a deal to promote 

lower tariffs and commerce rules to increase investment between the member countries. QUAD 

countries Australia, Japan and India were also invited to sign, but only the first two agreed with the 

deal.51 

  As mentioned previously, US military presence in the area has also increased in the last years. 

The USA claims to act in order to safeguard international maritime law and as part of its wide range 

of security and commitments and pacts with various countries bordering the South China Sea such 

as Philippines, Singapore and Vietnam. In 2019, the US patrols and navigation operation near 

disputed features claimed by China hit a record high. It was the peak of the US activities carried on 

since 2015, the so-called "freedom of navigation operations" in the South China Sea, designed to 

challenge China's claims around various islands in the sea. The USA have also increased its military 

exercises number in the Indo-Pacific in 2019, exercises that included the first joint maritime exercises 

between the USA and ASEAN in September, an operation that extended to the South China Sea. In 

a serious development of the conflict between the US and China, the US secretary of state Mike 

Pompeo issued a statement by Washington in July with a clear and strident rejection of all Chinese 

claims beyond the 12-nautical-mile territorial area around the Spratly Islands[4].This was done hand 

to hand with signing a memorandum of understanding between Vietnam and the US, pleading support 

for the Vietnamese fishermen against what the American ambassador called "illegal intimidation" in 

the waterway. 

Throughout September 2020, the situation seemed to escalate, with Chinese Think Thanks 

claiming that the US was commanding many military exercises over the Chinese seas. 60 american 

warplanes were identified during reconnaissance operations. Moreover, China Claimed that they 

were disguised as civilian Philiphine Airline planes, turned off their transponders and even did mid-

air refueling activities, which China believes would be a preparation for a long distance attack. As a 

countermeasure, China is increasing their presence in the sea and have already declared to double-

down on its assertion of total control over the South China Sea. 

During the 2020 United Nations General Assembly, the theme of the South China Sea was 

recurring, with the mentions from the representatives from the US, Australia, Indonesia, Vietnam 

 

 
51 https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/asean-business/rcep-the-ambitious-deal-to-reenergise-asia-pacific-trade 
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and Philippines. The last two were the most outspoken on the issue being that Vietnam declared its 

support to a peaceful resolution and peacekeeping in the region, while Philippines focused on the 

importance of the 2016 tribunal award. 

QUAD-China Conflict 

 In 2017, The US re-established the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD), which is a 

strategic alliance between USA, India, Japan and Australia (All Regional Leaders Countries 

surrounding China). All of the countries above had increased conflicts with China in the past months. 

India is directling clashing with China at their mutual border in Ladakh, with some military deaths; 

Australia is in a diplomatic conflict with China, after the arrest and deportation of Australian 

journalists in China, responded by the deportation of Chinese scholars in Australia; and Japan is 

worried about the Chinese movements and claims around the Senkaku Islands, called Diaoyu in 

China, leading the country to increase the thought of arming themselves, in violation of their pacific 

morals. A QUAD meeting was held in Tokyo in October 2020, for talks aimed at countering China's 

growing assertiveness in the region, and the formalization of the alliance.  

Following the meeting, the QUAD members united for the Malabar52 exercise on the Bay of 

Bengal, but also joined several others exercises on the South China Sea53 54. Such exercises have 

been happening since the re-establishment of the alliance55, but have increased in the past few 

months.56 

The increasing tensions between QUAD members and China, led to the alliance, and potential 

future membership, of Germany57 and Canada58. And, with the election of Joe Biden as president of 

the USA, QUAD members urged the new incumbent to remain in the QUAD and help with the pursue 

"a free and open Indo-Pacific"59 

 
 

 

 

 
52 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/11/3/naval-forces-join-efforts-in-the-bay-of-bengal-with-eye-on-china 

53https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/australia-and-japan-to-ramp-up-joint-military-exercises-after-landmark-deal-20201117-p56ffx.html 

54reuters.com/article/southchinasea-trilateral-int/u-s-japan-australia-conducted-naval-exercises-in-south-china-sea-monday-u-s-navy-idUSKBN2750KR 

55 https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/australian-warship-joins-u-s-exercise-in-south-china-sea 

56 https://www.lawfareblog.com/water-wars-flirting-taiwan-strait 

57 https://www.wionews.com/world/japan-invites-german-warship-for-naval-drill-to-counter-chinas-growing-regional-influence-352413 

58 www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/eye-on-china-canada-formulates-new-indo-pacific-policy/story-r84Wr4uqJcBN5QM2StDBxK.html 

59 asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Suga-pursues-Biden-s-commitment-on-free-and-open-Indo-Pacific 
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Past Actions by the UN and Various Actors 
 

Actions by the UN and Various Actors 

In July 2016, the Permanent Court of Arbitration at The Hague judged the Phillipinian claims 

brought against China by the Philippines under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

(UNCLOS), and ruled in favor of the Philippines on almost every decision. China refused to accept 

the verdict and the court’s authority, even though it is a signatory to the treaty.60  

 The UN does not actively act on the matter, rather receives claims from countries based on 

UNCLOS to the ICC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
60 https://www.cfr.org/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/territorial-disputes-south-china-sea 
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Bloc Positions 
 

I. China: 

 As we have mentioned above, China argues that the legitimacy of its claims lie on its historic 

activities around the sea. The “Nine Dash Line” map and most of the other arguments of the country 

are related to this view. Despite certain international decisions and appeals, China has refused to 

negotiate binding agreements with any third parties, and only accepted bilateral negotiations & 

agreements with the local players. The country has benefited from the dissonant view of the ASEAN 

members to gain time and normalize its presence in the claimed areas, redefining the view of the 

region on the territories.  

With regards to the basis of these claims or their extent, the white paper which was published 

with the name “China Adheres to the Position of Settling Through Negotiation the Relevant 

Disputes Between China and the Philippines in the South China Sea” is the most comprehensive 

document which has been published by Beijing so far.  

 

II. ASEAN 

 Many ASEAN members had offered to broker deals between China and the local players, but 

China has refused any third party involvement. Following the 2016 ruling, China agreed to help to 

create a "Code of Conduct'' (COC) along with ASEAN, but it still hasn't been drafted nor agreed 

upon. The main causes for that are the reluctance of China to agree on a binding agreement and the 

conflicting view of ASEAN members on the issue. 

The local players have shown interest in keeping the decisions of the 2016 Permanent Court 

of Arbitration decision, while believing negotiations are a better solution to the issue and for the 

search for peace. The local players have not engaged in military actions, and rather look for 

diplomatic solutions. 

 Apart from the Philippines, Vietnam and Indonesia, most local players are not vocal about 

the conflict. Malaysia and Thailand are considered by certain scholars to "play-it-safe", while 

Indonesia and Singapore seem to be neutral, and Vietnam seems to be pushing for peacekeeping and 

negotiations, and finally, the Philippines is pushing for the compliance of the 2016 decision, while 

also being friendly towards Beijing.  

 

III. The United States 
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As mentioned above, the United States is among the countries which is involved in the 

conflict while not bordering the region. During recent years, the US navy appeared in and around the 

sea numerous times and conducted “freedom of navigation” operations on waters which it claimed 

to be international. However, this relatively balanced attitude turned into a much more firm and strict 

position under the Trump administration. In July 2020, the then Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 

expressed this by saying “We are making clear: Beijing’s claims to offshore resources across most 

of the South China Sea are completely unlawful, as is its campaign of bullying to control them.” 

These statements were defined as “despicable” by the Global Times in China and Chinese 

government officials did not respond to them.  

It is difficult to determine if the United States will consider sanctions similar to those 

currently being implemented to Chinese officials involved with the situation in Hong Kong and 

Xinjiang, however the experts do not expect a significant position change under the Biden 

administration either.  
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Areas of Clash 

Historical Claims: Historical claims have always been an issue in the South China Sea, as 

they have been in other places. China claims that since at least 1534, many of the islands of the sea, 

including Diaoyu/Senkaku islands, the Spratlys and the Paracels have been part of historical Chinese 

territory61. From the Chinese point of view, these territories were lost under Imperialist pressure and 

as a result of wars of aggression initiated by various Imperialist and colonial powers during the 19th 

and 20th century. While this historical claim is not recognized by most other states, it forms the bases 

for the Chinese view of ownership of a major portion of the East China Sea. It was on the bases of 

these historical claims that after the end of WWII and the sounder of Japan that China produced an 

eleven-dash line map in 1947, marking the historical claims of the Chinese empire in the East China 

sea and forming the shape of the "U" nowadays known as the nine-dash, or ten-dash line. This line 

extends over almost 90% of the sea and overlaps with the territorial water of various countries. 

 However a  2016 Hague Tribunal ruled against China's historical claims stating that  any 

historic rights to the sea that China had previously enjoyed “were extinguished” by the   United 

Nations Convention on the laws of the Sea treats, which lays out rules for drawing zones of control 

over the world’s oceans based on distances to coastlines. The panel added that while China had used 

islands in the sea in the past, it had never exercised exclusive authority over the waters."62Other 

countries also have historical claims in the sea, but none have been as far reaching and controversial 

as those of China. 

  The Definition of Islands: The Chinese claims of an extended nine-dash line was further 

asserted in their reclamation projects on rock formations across the South China Sea. China 

aggressively sought to change the status-quo by constructing artificial islands on several locations 

across the sea and claim that these formations were actually islands, not rocks, and as such are entitled 

to their own EEZs.  By laying claims to these man made islands and transforming them to military 

and civilian/economic centers, China hoped to extend its EEZs across most of the South China Sea 

and de-facto make it its own territorial waters. These actions have highlighted the dispute about what 

is considered a "real" or a "natural" island, with the Chinese islands being called artificial by many. 

On 2016, a Hague court tribunal rejected China's historical claims in the sea as well as concluding 

that China's artificial Islands were in fact rocks and reefs and not considered Islands under the 

 

 
61 https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/76472116.pdf 

62 https://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/13/world/asia/south-china-sea-hague-ruling-
philippines.html#:~:text=An%20international%20tribunal%20in%20The%20Hague%20decided%20that%20China's%20expansive,waters%20had%20no%20l
egal%20basis.&text=Because% 
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international law, since they were human made and unable to sustain life or civilian and economic 

activity without a constant flow of supplies from outside, mainly from the Chinese mainland63. 

The dispute over the definition of an island is still prominent in the case of the Spartly islands 

and the Paracels. In the Spartly Islands it is reported that more than 3,200 acres land were reclaimed, 

most of it having been submerged previously, again conflicting with the "naturally formed" definition 

of Islands64.The definition of the disputed "rocks'' as Islands is critical for China, since Islands under 

The UN Convention of the Law of the Sea islands normally stipulates a 200 nautical mile zone of the 

coast for economic exclusivity. Extending China's EEZ across a major stretch of the South China 

Sea, based on the coast of those islands, while rocks and reefs do not stipulate a EEZs.  Thus, not 

recognizing China's artificial Islands as real Islands, means the rejection of China's claims in the 

South China Sea and their proclaimed extended EEZs. 

Freedom of Navigation: The So called "Freedom of Navigation operations" (FONOP)  

performed by the USA in the South China Sea ,are a series of maneuvers perfumed by US warships 

purposely in the EEZ and waters claimed by other states in order to dispute their claims and 

sovereignty. The US ships have almost annually, since 2013 performed  FONOP in areas claimed by 

China and since 2015 in a very close proximity to the Chinese created artificial Islands sailing as 

close as 12 nautical miles to the coast of the islands65. The USA attempting to globally enforce the 

rules of the UNCLOS is rather complicated and some might say even ironic because the fact that the 

U.S. is not a party to UNCLOS and have never been a signatory of the treaty. 

The freedom of navigation concept is related to the concept of innocent passage. The concept 

of innocent passage recognizes the sovereignty of states in their territorial waters and their respective 

EEZs and allows the passage of ships (some would argue only civilians) in these waters if the passage 

is deemed "innocent". In the UNCLOS article 19, a passage is deemed innocent if it is not prejudicial 

to the peace, order or security of coastal states and the list of forbidden activities includes but not 

limited to: research or survey activities, any fishing activities, any exercise or practice of weapons of 

any kind and any activity not having a direct bearing on passage66. 

However, freedom of passage directly contests the "innocent passage" concept. This is the 

exact aim of the US FONOP, by performing using warships to perfume maneuvers while passing 

through Chinese claimed water, crossing the waters in a Zig Zag shape and delaying in the contested 

 

 
63 https://www.theguardian.com/news/2016/jul/12/south-china-sea-dispute-what-you-need-to-know-about-the-hague-court-ruling 

64 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/may/13/pentagon-report-china-reclaimed-3200-acres-south-china-sea 

65 https://thediplomat.com/2020/07/us-conducts-freedom-of-navigation-operation-near-china-held-features-in-spratlys/ 

66 https://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/texts/unclos/unclos_e.pdf 
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waters instead of crossing it quickly in a straight line, the USA seeks to demonstrate that it does not 

recognize any of those claims67 68. 

Militarization in the Sea: The militarization in the South China Sea have led to a rise in 

tensions in the area, both between China and its neighbors and between China and the USA. While 

all players in the South China Sea disputes have engaged in one form or another of militarization and 

some military operations were conducted by other states, for example, the Japanese fighter planes 

operations near the Diaoyu/Senkaku island, the majority of the activity is still centered on China69. It 

is hard to deny the fact that the two states responsible for the majority of militarization in the area are 

China and at times the USA. The Chinese military activity has been on various fronts, involving 

many players,  for example 2016 saw a considerable increase in the number of Chinese military 

planes flying in close proximity to Japan and the Diaoyu/Senkaku Islands, while the Chinese naval 

activity has been increasing at the same time to the south, in other parts of the sea70. A major example 

of the militarization in the sea is the rapid formation of Chinese naval strongholds across the sea. The 

artificial islands of China, both in Spratlys  and in the Paracels host  a considerable  number of 

military installations, such as  runways for Chinese military airplanes, naval berths, hangers , 

reinforced ammunition bunkers, missile silos and radar sites71 72. 

On the other hand, the USA has also been increasing its militarization efforts in the South 

China Sea. In this year, the USA sent destroyers on patrols near the Chinese claimed islands as part 

of its FONOP operations, further escalating an already tense situation. USA warships have frequently 

trespassed into Chinese claimed waters, with the most recent being the Paracels Islands. For years, 

the USA have also been sending air force operations all across the South China Sea, including in a 

very close proximity to the Chinese artificial Islands, activity that China has defined as illegal close-

up reconnaissance. While blames have been thrown all around, it remains clear that the biggest 

contributors to the militarization of the area and the escalation of tensions are the USA and China, 

even though  until now direct confrontation have been avoided and there seems to have been a degree 

of reservation from both sides in the last year. 

 

 
67 https://www.reuters.com/article/us-southchinasea-usa-idUSKCN0SK2AC20151026 

68https://thediplomat.com/2020/07/us-conducts-freedom-of-navigation-operation-near-china-held-features-in-spratlys/ 

69 https://www.reuters.com/article/us-southchinasea-usa-idUSKCN0SK2AC20151026  

70 www.researchgate.net/publication/304669570_China's_Militarisation_in_the_South_China_Sea_Three_Target_Audiences 

71 https://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/research_reports/RR2500/RR2574/RAND_RR2574.pdf 

72 https://thediplomat.com/2020/08/why-doesnt-china-deploy-fighter-jets-to-the-spratly-islands/ 
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Guiding Questions 
 

● As this is a recurring issue, should the UN intervene on the matter? 

● Should there be a veto override provision in the UNSC? 

● Should UNCLOS be reformed? 

● Is there a multilateral way to solve the conflict? 

 


